UnLtd Engage Ignite Award

Eligibility Criteria and Guidance Notes
These guidance notes should be read prior to completing the application form for an UnLtd Engage Ignite Award.

Who and what are the Awards for?
UnLtd Engage Ignite Awards are for people:
· over the age of 50
· living in the Northern Ireland
· who are individuals or part of an informal group
Who want to run projects: 

· that are a new initiative

· that are an entrepreneurial solution to a social problem

· that benefit the public or a community in Northern Ireland
· that will have direct and measurable social impact or social change
· that offer a learning opportunity for the applicant(s)

· that need an Ignite Award to ensure their success
Commercial businesses, existing organisations or projects, one off events, formal groups or those with constitutions are not eligible to apply for an Award. 
Application Form Guidance

Section A: Personal Details

Question 1: Please complete this section clearly. The details requested will help us to deal with your application efficiently.

We only use National Insurance numbers to check for duplicate applications. If you do not have a National Insurance number we will check using your name and/or date of birth. 

Question 2: If you have had a previous Millennium Award from a different funder you can still apply for an UnLtd Engage Ignite Award. We would like to know which Awards Scheme your Millennium Award was from.
Question 3: Informal groups may apply, the maximum size is three applicants. If you are applying as a group, one person must be nominated as the lead applicant and complete the main application form. Subsequent group members must complete separate group member forms, please contact your regional office if you require additional forms and submit all of the forms at the same time. If you do have an informal group not all of you need to apply, you may nominate one person.

Question 4: Application forms are only available to those who have discussed their eligibility with an UnLtd staff member. 

Question 5: This is your opportunity to tell us about yourself and your involvement within the community.

Question 6: Here we would like to know why you want to develop your project, what is your motivation for being involved.

Question 7: We would like to know what new skills and personal development you will achieve from undertaking this project.

Section B: About Your Project

Question 8: Please state exactly your project idea, what you intend to do, your main objectives, and how it will benefit the community. 
Question 9: Please outline which community you are targeting and the specific geographic location where your project will be based. Projects must be for the benefit of people resident in Northern Ireland and their communities. Projects benefitting people outside Northern Ireland will not be eligible. 
Question 10: Please explain how you know that there is need and demand for your project. You may include supporting evidence if you wish, such as research you have undertaken, surveys or statistics to substantiate this.

Question 11: UnLtd offers a support package to all of our Award Winners. Please suggest the types of support you and your project may benefit form.

Question 12: Please detail the total cost of your project, listing the items, e.g. print costs, IT equipment and insurance. Your budget should reflect the length of time UnLtd will support you for usually 12 months). The majority of project start up costs may be considered. The following expenses will not be considered:
· The funding of places on development programmes, e.g. Common Purpose

· Training – unless it is imperative for the success of the project (this is at the Director’s discretion)

· Top-up funding for an existing project

· Formal academic qualifications 

· Payment for loss of earnings, salaries, professional fees or other costs leading to personal financial gain

· Payments to contractors or third parties. Funds may be used to employ others where it is integral to the project and the applicant retains primary responsibility
Question 13: If you are seeking funding from other sources please tell us how much is required and who the other funder(s) are. Please be aware that UnLtd will consider match-funding, but it is unlikely we will consider partial funding where an UnLtd Award would be a minimal amount in comparison to other funding secured.  If you do have other funder(s), it is important that you have taken steps to secure this funding before you apply to UnLtd. 
Section C: References

Question 14: Please give us the details of two people, not relatives, who can provide references for you. You must provide us with full address details, including postcodes and email addresses. Your referees must be familiar with your project idea and must have known all applicants for a minimum of six months.

Of the two references required, one of your referees should be a:

· Teacher/lecturer or former teacher/lecturer

· Doctor

· Youth worker

· Probation officer

· Youth offending team member

· Police or prison officer

· Minister of religion

· Asylum support worker

· Employment services/job centre advisor

· Justice of the peace/magistrate
· Local authority worker

· Community worker 

Question 15: Don’t forget to sign and date the application form.
Questions 16 & 17: Do not complete this section at application stage. We will ask you for all relevant details if your application is successful.
Section E: Equal Opportunities Form

All our staff, clients, partners, suppliers and any other person who we work with must follow our equal opportunities policy and not discriminate against anyone for any reason.

Please help us monitor this policy by completing this section. We will only use this information for statistical purposes, and it will not form part of your application assessment. We separate this sheet from your application form on receipt.
Question 18: This identifies the most effective methods of promoting UnLtd Awards.

Award Winners will also become members of the UnLtd Millennium Awards Fellowship. The Fellowship provides additional support and contacts with other social entrepreneurs, offering a range of online services as well as local, regional and national events.

Assistance: For assistance or further information about UnLtd Millennium Awards please call 0850 850 1122 or visit our website at www.unltd.org.uk
